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A Dispensary Staff Reference for Verifying Visiting Patient Cards
in Accordance with Kentucky Law

Prepared by: Kentucky Cannabis Industry Alliance (KCIA)

Source: Kentucky Office of Medical Cannabis (OMC) Dispensary Guidance

Legal Authority: KRS 218B.055(5) and 915 KAR 1:070 §2(3)

IMPORTANT: Visiting qualified patients are limited to no more than a 10-day supply in any 8-day
period. Staff must verbally inform the patient of this limit at point of sale.

DISCLAIMER: This document is provided by KCIA for informational and reference purposes only, based on OMC guidance and publicly
available state program information. KCIA makes no warranties regarding accuracy, completeness, or currency. This is not legal advice. State
programs and regulations are subject to change. Dispensary operators are solely responsible for compliance with all applicable laws including
KRS Chapter 218B and 915 KAR Chapter 1. KCIA shall not be liable for errors, omissions, or actions taken in reliance on this document. For
current guidance, consult the OMC at kymedcan.ky.gov.



Verification Checklist

Who Qualifies as a Visiting Patient?
A visiting qualified patient may purchase medical cannabis in Kentucky in one of two ways:

Option A: KY Visiting Qualified Patient Card
• Issued by the Cabinet
• If valid and unexpired, no out-of-state documents
required

Option B: Out-of-State Card + Medical Documentation
Patient must present both:
• A valid, state-issued medical cannabis card, and
• Medical documentation of a qualifying condition

3-Step Verification at Point of Sale

STEP 1 Review the Out-of-State Medical Cannabis Card

Confirm the card is:
• Issued by a state medical cannabis program
• Current (not expired)
• Appears legitimate and unaltered
• Lists the patient's legal name
• Includes a program registry number

Do NOT accept:
• Doctor recommendations or referral forms
• Telehealth-only "digital cards"
• Documents not issued by a state program

STEP 2 Verify Identity and Age

Check a government-issued photo ID to confirm:
• Patient is 18 or older
• Photo matches the individual
• Name matches the medical cannabis card
Acceptable: driver's license, passport, state ID, military ID

STEP 3 Review Medical Documentation

Acceptable:
• Medical records • Visit notes/physician summaries
• Written certification • History and physical reports
Must include an express diagnosis of a KY-qualifying
condition.

Not acceptable:
• Vague notes without a diagnosis
• Records lacking a qualifying condition
• Telehealth letters without diagnosis detail

Kentucky Qualifying Conditions: Any type or form of cancer (regardless of stage) • Chronic, severe, intractable, or debilitating
pain • Epilepsy or any other intractable seizure disorder • Multiple sclerosis, muscle spasms, or spasticity • Chronic nausea or
cyclical vomiting syndrome • Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
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State-by-State Card Reference
Card examples for each state with a medical cannabis program. Use as a visual reference when verifying out-of-state patient cards.

Alabama NOT YET ACTIVE

Currently not issuing cards.

Alaska ACTIVE PROGRAM

Approximately half the size of a standard sheet of paper, printed on green security paper. Includes patient name (no photo),
state ID, date of birth, full name, address, date issued, expiration date, and barcode. Features the Alaska state seal.

Verify: https://health.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Pages/marijuana.aspx

Arizona ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.azdhs.gov/licensing/medical-marijuana/
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Arkansas ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/data-statistics-registries/medical-marijuana/

California ACTIVE PROGRAM

NOTE: California does have a registry ID card. Per Kentucky law, dispensaries must verify the actual state-issued registry ID
card, not just a physician recommendation.

Verify: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHSI/Pages/MMICP.aspx
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Colorado ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://cdphe.colorado.gov/medicalmarijuana

Connecticut ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://portal.ct.gov/dcp/medical-marijuana-program/medical-marijuana-program?language=en_US
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Delaware ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/hsp/medmarhome.html
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Florida ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://mmuregistry.flhealth.gov/
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Georgia ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.gmcc.ga.gov/patients/patient-resources

Additional: https://dph.georgia.gov/low-thc-oil-registry/patients-and-caregivers

Hawaii ACTIVE PROGRAM

NOTE: Patients may attempt to present only a doctor's note. They must have the 329 Registry ID card to qualify.

Verify: https://health.hawaii.gov/medicalcannabisregistry/
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Idaho NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.

Illinois ACTIVE PROGRAM

Provisional letters are only valid for 90 days.

Verify: https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/medical-cannabis.html

Indiana NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.
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Iowa ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://hhs.iowa.gov/programs/programs-and-services/medical-cannabis/patients-caregivers

Kansas NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.
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Louisiana CAUTION

WARNING: Louisiana does not issue registry ID cards. Patients may present a practitioner referral, but this does not qualify as
a state registry card accepted in Kentucky.

Verify: https://ldh.la.gov/page/medical-marijuana

Verify NP: https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/license-lookup/ | MD/DO/PA: https://online.lasbme.org/#/verifylicense | Pharmacy: https://hoperxla.com/

Maine ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/medical-use
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Maryland ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://cannabis.maryland.gov/Pages/Medical_Cannabis.aspx
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Massachusetts ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://masscannabiscontrol.com/patients-caregivers/
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Michigan ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.michigan.gov/cra/sections/mmp

Minnesota ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://mn.gov/ocm/dmc/
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Mississippi ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.mmcp.ms.gov/

Verify license: https://www.mmcp.ms.gov/verify_license
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Missouri ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://health.mo.gov/safety/cannabis/patient-services.php
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Montana ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/medical-examiners/board-information/medical-marijuana

Nebraska NOT YET ACTIVE

Nevada ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/MM-Patient-Cardholder-Registry/MM_Patient_Cardholder_Registry_-_Home/
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New Hampshire ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/population-health/therapeutic-cannabis/therapeutic-cannabis-applications-and

New Jersey ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.nj.gov/cannabis/medicinalcannabis/medicinal/
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New Mexico ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://mcp-patient-tracking.nmhealth.org/

Card sample: https://www.nmhealth.org/publication/view/general/8332/
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New York ACTIVE PROGRAM

Cards are valid for one year from the date of issue. Staff should request the patient's certification, which indicates validity
period. The certification is a signed document (paper or electronic) containing the registry number and provider's name.

Verify: https://cannabis.ny.gov/medical-cannabis
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North Carolina ACTIVE PROGRAM

NC residents must have this type of medical cannabis card. The Cannabis Control Board (CCB) is the office of the EBCI tribal
government.

Verify: https://ebci-ccb.org/

North Dakota ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://mmregistration.health.nd.gov/
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Ohio ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/cannabis-control
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Oklahoma ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://oklahoma.gov/omma.html

Verify patient license: https://medportal.omma.ok.gov/s/verify-license-number

Oregon ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/diseasesconditions/chronicdisease/medicalmarijuanaprogram/pages/index.aspx
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Pennsylvania ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/health/programs/medical-marijuana.html
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Rhode Island ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://health.ri.gov/programs/detail.php?pgm_id=150

South Carolina NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.

South Dakota ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify patient cards through SD's state system at: https://medcannabisverify.sd.gov/

Verify: https://doh.sd.gov/programs/medical-cannabis-program/

Tennessee NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.
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Texas CAUTION

WARNING: Texas does not currently issue registry cards. Only the Compassionate Use Registry of Texas (CURT) exists.
Documentation from Texas does not qualify.

Utah ACTIVE PROGRAM

Cards for Utah residents are valid for up to one year. Non-resident patient cards are valid for 21 days.

Verify: https://medicalcannabis.utah.gov/
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Vermont ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://ccb.vermont.gov/med-forms

Virginia ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://cca.virginia.gov/medicalcannabis/patients
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Washington ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/cannabis/medical-cannabis
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Washington DC ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://dchealth.dc.gov/service/medical-cannabis-program
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West Virginia ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://omc.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx

Wisconsin NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.

Wyoming NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.
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U.S. Territories

Puerto Rico ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.salud.pr.gov/CMS/364

Northern Mariana Islands ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://www.cnmicc.com/

US Virgin Islands ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://ocr.vi.gov/

Guam ACTIVE PROGRAM

Verify: https://dphss.guam.gov/dph/

Additional: https://dphss.guam.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Form-11-Marijuana-Handout.pdf

American Samoa NO MEDICAL PROGRAM

No medical cannabis program. Do not accept cards from this state.
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Disclaimer and Legal Notice

This document is published by the Kentucky Cannabis Industry Alliance (KCIA) for informational and reference purposes
only. It is intended to assist Kentucky dispensary staff in verifying out-of-state medical cannabis cards and associated
documentation in accordance with guidance provided by the Kentucky Office of Medical Cannabis (OMC).

No Warranty. KCIA makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, completeness,
reliability, or currency of the information contained in this guide. State medical cannabis programs, card designs, verification
procedures, and regulations are subject to change at any time without notice.

Not Legal Advice. This guide does not constitute legal advice. Dispensary operators and staff are solely responsible for
ensuring compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations, including but not limited to KRS Chapter
218B, 915 KAR Chapter 1, and any subsequent amendments or regulatory updates.

Limitation of Liability. KCIA, its officers, directors, employees, and agents shall not be held liable for any errors, omissions, or
inaccuracies in this document, nor for any actions taken or decisions made in reliance on the information provided herein. Use
of this guide is at the sole risk of the user.

Third-Party Content. Card images and program descriptions are based on publicly available information and materials
provided by the Kentucky Office of Medical Cannabis. KCIA does not claim ownership of third-party content reproduced herein
and provides such content for identification and educational purposes only.

Current Information. For the most current regulations and guidance regarding visiting qualified patients and out-of-state card
verification, consult the Kentucky Office of Medical Cannabis directly at kymedcan.ky.gov or contact the KCIA at
info@kycanna.org.

Kentucky Cannabis Industry Alliance
www.kycanna.org | info@kycanna.org
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